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§262.1

Subpart A—Rewards and
Payments

§262.1 Definitions.

The following definitions apply to
subparts A and B:

Camping equipment. Personal property
used in or suitable for camping, includ-
ing any vehicle used for transportation
and all equipment in possession of a
person camping, other than food and
beverages.

Damage. To injure, mutilate, deface,
destroy, cut, chop, girdle, dig, exca-
vate, Kkill, or in any way harm or dis-
turb.

Forest officer. An employee of the
Forest Service.

Law enforcement personnel. An em-
ployee of the Forest Service who is a
special agent, law enforcement officer,
or reserve law enforcement officer.

National Forest System. As defined in
the Forest and Rangeland Renewable
Resources Planning Act of 1974, the
‘““National Forest System’ includes all
National Forest lands reserved or with-
drawn from the public domain of the
United States, all National Forest
lands acquired through purchase, ex-
change, donation, or other means, the
National Grasslands and land utiliza-
tion projects administered under Title
IIT of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Ten-
ant Act (50 Stat. 525, 7 U.S.C. 1010-1012),
and other lands, waters or interests
therein which are administered by the
Forest Service or are designated for ad-
ministration by the Forest Service as a
part of that system.

Vehicle. Any device in, upon, or by
which any person or property may be
transported, including any frame, chas-
sis, or body of any motor vehicle, ex-
cept devices used exclusively upon sta-
tionary rails or tracks.
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§262.2 Rewards in connection with
fire or property prosecutions.

(a) Law enforcement personnel may
pay up to $560,000 as a reward for infor-
mation and evidence leading to the
conviction of any person for:

(1) Willfully or maliciously setting
on fire or causing to be set on fire any
timber, underbrush, or grass on Na-
tional Forest System lands or on non-
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National Forest System lands if the
fire endangers or injures National For-
est System lands or users;

(2) Kindling or causing to be kindled
a fire on National Forest System lands
or on non-National Forest System
lands if the fire endangers or injures
National Forest System lands or users;
or

(3) Destroying, damaging, or stealing
any property of the United States.

(b) See 36 CFR 296.17 for direction on
payment of a reward from a criminal or
civil penalty collected under Section 6
or 7 of the Archaeological Resources
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 470ee or 470ff)
for information and evidence leading to
the criminal conviction or civil liabil-
ity of the person who paid the penalty.

(c) Officers and employees of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture may not receive rewards under
this section.

(d) Submit applications for a reward
to the Special Agent in Charge who has
responsibility for the investigation in-
volved in the violation of law no later
than 3 months after the date of convic-
tion of an offender. Applications sub-
mitted after that date will not be con-
sidered. To allow all claimants to
present their claims within the pre-
scribed limit, the Special Agent in
Charge shall not take action with re-
spect to rewards regarding an inves-
tigation until 3 months after the date
of conviction of an offender.

(e) The Special Agent in Charge re-
serves the right to refuse payment of a
reward when it is determined that col-
lusion or improper methods were used
to secure the conviction involved.

(f) The Special Agent in Charge re-
serves the right to pay only one reward
where several persons have been con-
victed of the same offense or where one
person has been convicted of several of-
fenses, but may, depending on the cir-
cumstances, determine that payment
of a reward for each conviction is justi-
fied.
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